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Living in Covenant with God 
Lesson Two:  The Covenant of Works 

Day 1 
 
 

As you begin to study today please take a moment to pray that the Word would be a lamp to your feet 
and a light to your path.  (Psalm 119:103-106) 
 
The first covenant that we are going to explore is the covenant of works.  As you will discover in our 
studies, some covenants are clearly named as covenants (i.e. God’s covenant with Abraham), but others 
are defined as covenants based on the presence of all necessary elements.  The covenant of works is the 
latter.  
 
Read Genesis 1 &2.  Make some general observations about what is going on in these two chapters. 
 

 Who is included in this passage?  
 
 
 

 What is going on? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Where does it take place? 
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 When does it take place? 
 
 
 
 

 What is different about God’s creation of man than the rest of creation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Draw a picture, either literally or with words, to describe creation as you have seen it in Genesis 
1 & 2. 
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Living in Covenant with God 
Lesson Two:  The Covenant of Works 

Day2 
 

As you begin to study today please take a moment to pray that the Word would be a lamp to your feet 
and a light to your path.  (Psalm 119:103-106) 
 
Today we are going to look at the character of the covenant of works. To review the explanation of 
character of covenants review day 3 of our introductory lesson.   
 
As we learned last week, “a covenant is a bond in blood *life or death+ sovereignly administered.”  Let’s 
look at Genesis 1-2 to see if these conditions exist. 
 

 Is there a bond in life or death made?  Where do you see this? 
 
 
 
 
 

 Is it sovereignly administered? 
 
 
 
 

 What is the significance of God administering a bond with Adam?  
(Hint:  Go back to page 7, Lesson One regarding the “character” of covenants) 

 
 
 
 
 

 How do we see God’s value for relationships? 
(Hint:  Genesis 2:18) 

 
 
 
 

 Who are the “parties” bound in the covenant found in Genesis 1 & 2? (refer to Lesson One, pages 
8 & 9) 

 
 

 
 
 



16 

 

 How does God act personally in this covenant? Hint:  Genesis 2:7 & 22) 
 
 
 
 

 What does this reveal about God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 What is the purpose that God makes with Adam in creation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Does this purpose persist today?  If so, how?  If not, why? 
 
 
 
 
 

 In closing, consider the intimacy with which God creates man.  How does this impact the way you 
understand your relationship with God? 
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Living in Covenant with God 
Lesson Two:  The Covenant of Works 

Day 3 
 

As you begin to study today please take a moment to pray that the Word would be a lamp to your feet 
and a light to your path.  (Psalm 119:103-106) 
 
Today we are going to look at the conduct of the covenant of works. To review the explanation of 
conduct of covenants review day 4 of our introductory lesson.   
 
As we learned last week, all covenants have parties, conditions and consequences.  These three 
components make up the conduct of a covenant.  
 
Who are the parties involved in the covenant of works? 
 
 
 

 Does this covenant just affect Adam? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
Conditions: 

 What commandments are given?  What are the rules that God establishes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 What did Adam and Eve have to do in order to meet the conditions of the covenant? 
 
 
 
Consequences: 

 What is the blessing for obedience? 
 
 
 
 

 What is the curse for disobedience? 
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 Does this covenant have a sign? 
(Remember that a sign is something given to identify the participants with the covenant and to 
remind them of their bond) 
 

 If so what was its purpose? 
 
 
 

Read Genesis 3:1-1-13. 
 

 Did Adam and Eve meet the conditions of the covenant? Why or why not? 
 

 
 

 Read Romans 5:12-21 
o What were the consequences for their disobedience? 

 
 
 

o How does this affect us? 
 
 
 

 Is the covenant of works still in effect?  If so, how?  If not, why? 
(Hint:  Romans 6:23, 7:10, 10:5 also Matthew 5:20, 48) 
 
 
 
 

 Consider for a moment a world without Christ.  What would be our hope under the covenant of 
works? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Look back over what you have studied so far this week.  In your own words, write and 
explanation of the covenant of works. 
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Living in Covenant with God 
Lesson Two:  The Covenant of Works 

Day 4 
 

As you begin to study today please take a moment to pray that the Word would be a lamp to your feet 
and a light to your path.  (Psalm 119:103-106) 
 
Today we are going to study Christ in the Covenant of Works.  Look back over the last three questions 
from yesterday to remind yourself of the conditions and consequences for us under this covenant. 
 
The condition under the covenant of works is perfect obedience.  Because of Adam’s failure we have all 
come under a curse.   
 

 According to the verses below, what is required of us under the covenant of works to restore our 
relationship with God? 

 
o James 2:10 

 
 
 

o Romans 2:13 
 
 
 
 
Read Genesis 3:3 & Romans 6:23 
 

 What is our punishment for our inability to fulfill the covenant of works? 
 
 
 
 

 
Read Genesis 3: 1-15 
 
Adam and Eve are enticed by Satan and they disobeyed God, thus breaking their covenant relationship 
with Him.  In the midst of their greatest failure we see a glimpse of hope.  
 
Make some general observations about what is going on in verse 15. 
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This verse is called the “protoevangelium” or “first gospel” because in it God alludes to the coming of the 
Messiah for the first time.  We are not going to look at this in depth, but if you would like to study it 
further see the article in your resource section titled, “The First Messianic Prophecy” by James 
Montgomery Boice.  
 
 
 
Read Matthew 5:17-18. 
 

 What Did Jesus come to do in regard to this covenant? 
 

 
 
 

 How do you see Christ displayed in the covenant of works? 
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Living in Covenant with God 
Lesson Two:  The Covenant of Works 

Day 5 
 

As you begin to study today please take a moment to pray that the Word would be a lamp to your feet 
and a light to your path.  (Psalm 119:103-106) 
 
Today we are going to spend our time reviewing what we have learned and exploring how it applies to 
our lives. 
 

 What is the Covenant of Works?  What were the elements of character and conduct? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 What was Adam’s responsibility under this covenant?  How did he do? 
 
 
 
 

 Read Romans 5:12. How does Adams’ disobedience affect us? 
 
 
 
 
Read Romans 6:23a. 
 

 What is our position under this covenant? 
 
 

 What do we need in order to meet the requirements of the covenant? 
 
 

 

 Has anyone ever met the requirements of this covenant? If so, who? 
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 How did Christ alone fulfill the covenant of works? 
 

Perfect____________________. 
 
This week we have learned the bad news.  Perfect obedience was required and we failed.  Our 
punishment is death and we have no hope in and of ourselves.  Do not lose heart!  Next week we will 
look at how God’s faithfulness extends to us even in our unfaithfulness. 
 
In conclusion, take a few moments to contemplate and confess your desperate spiritual state without 
Christ. 
 
 
 


