The basie structure of the relationship God has estab-

lished with His people {s the covenant. A covenant is
usually thought of as a contract. While there surely ate
some similarities between covenants and contracts, there
are also important differences. Both are binding agree-
ments. Contracts are made from somewhat equal bar-
gaining positions, and both parties are free not to sign
the contract. A covenant is likewise an agreement. How-
ever, covenants in the Bible are not usually between
equals. Rather, they follow a pattern comrmon to the
ancient Near Bastguzerain-vassal treaties, Suzerain-vas-
sal treaties (as seen among the Hittite kings) were made
between a conquering king and the conquered. There
was no negotiation between the parties.

The first element of these covenants is the preamble,
which lists the respective parties. Exodus 20:2 begins
with “T am the LORD your God,” God is the suzerain; the
people of Israel are the vassals. The second element is
the historical prologue. This section lists what the suzer-
ain {or Lord) has done to deserve loyalty, such as bring-
ing the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt. In theological
terms, this is the section of grace. '

In the next section, the Lord lists what He will
require of those He rules. In Exodus 20, these are the
Ten Commandments. Each of the commandments
were considered morally binding on the entire cove-
fnant community. :

The final part of this type of covenant lists bless-
ings and cursings. The Lord lists the benefits that He
will bestow upon His vasssals if they follow the stipu-
lations of the covenant. An example of this is found in
the fifth commandment. God promises the Israelites
that their days will be long in the Promised Land if
they honor their parents. The covenant also presents
curses should the people fail in their responsibilities.

God warns Israel that He will not hold them guiltless
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' At the heart
by the shed blood of Christ upon the cross. At
o¥ this covenant is God’s promise of redemption. God
has niot only promised to redeem all who put their trust

in Christ, but has sealed and confirmed that promise

with a most holy vow, We serve and worship a God who

has pledged Himself to our full fe'der_nption.

- Elements of a covenant: _
Summery " 1. Preamble: identifies the sovereign.
5. Historical prologue: rehearses the history of the rela-

tionship between the parties.

3, Stipulations: outline the terms 0§ the covenant.

4, Oaths/Vows: the promises that bind the parties 0 thg
terms. ' -

5. Sanctions: the blessings and curses (;ewa:ds and_
punishments) to be enacted for keeping oOf breaking
the covenant. ‘ '

6. Ratification: the sealing of the covenant by blood, i.e.
animal sacrifice or the death _of Christ.




