


THE CHURCH YEAR

Over the centuries, since the life of Christ and the Apostles,
the Church developed a religious calendar that revolved around
the life of Christ and the Acts of the Apostles. Hence, the Church
year is divided almost in half between the Sacred Time and the
Ordinary Time. Sacred time runs from Advent to Pentecost and
celebrates the events of Christ’s life. Ordinary time comprises

the second half of the year and commemorates the mission of the
Church in the world.

Historically, Reformed and Presbyterian Churches ignored the
Church calendar because it was too liturgical, “high church” and
Romanish for Puritan practices. Also, most liturgical churches
preach through a lectionary of required texts during these reli-
gious seasons, and this prohibits the freedom of the pulpit from

expositorily working through books of the Bible.

Christ Covenant Church does not incorporate the liturgy or
lectionary of the Church Calendar in its worship. However, we
do encourage our members to commemorate and celebrate the
great works of God and events of Christ’s life recounted to us in
the New Testament. Just as the Old Testament Church celebrated

seven feasts, so does the New Testament Church in America.

Israel had five holy days (festivals) prescribed by God: Passover
and Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, Tabernacles, The Day of Atone-
ment, and the New Year. They later added Purim (Lots) and Ha-



nukkah (Light) to remember God’s work through Esther and the
Maccabean War. Likewise, over the ages, the Church celebrates
five holy seasons around Christ’s life: Advent, Christmas and
Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week and Easter, and Pentecost. To these
five seasons and days, the American Church has added two more:

Reformation Sunday and Thanksgiving.

This year, the Session is encouraging the members of Christ
Covenant Church to read through the New Testament together,
using the English Standard Version (ESV), and through portions of
the Old Testament. We will divide the year in half: January-June
for the New Testament; July-December for the Old Testament.

Though we will not read through the Scriptures in the frame-
work of the liturgical calendar, we do encourage the saints at
Christ Covenant Church to be mindful of and grateful for the
great appearance of God in Christ and His redemptive mission in
this world through His Church. It is our desire to foster a rhythm
of life around the life of Christ and His Church for our members,
our school, and our families. We also hope to encourage a more
consistent and patterned daily reading of Scriptures by families

and individuals.

The following readings will take you through the entire New
Testament in six months (January-June). Introductory paragraphs
will orient you to the seasons in the Church Calendar pertinent

to each season of the year.
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CHRISTMAS & EPIPHANY

(December 25 — January 6)
Readings from January 1 - February 16

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” run from Christmas Day
(December 25) to Epiphany (January 6). The feast of Epiphany
celebrates the visit of the Magi and the introduction of Christ to
the Gentile peoples. The spiritual focus is on Light, for “the light
of the nations” has come into the world, and the mission of salva-
tion has begun for all men. Sometimes this short season is known
as Christmastide. For many Protestant Churches that celebrate
the Liturgical Year, Epiphany lasts until Ash Wednesday and the
beginning of Lent. “Epiphany” means “to show” or “to reveal”, and
the readings from Scripture focus on the earthly ministry of Christ

revealed in the four Gospels: his miracles, healings and teachings.

U January 1 Matthew 1-2
U January 2 Matthew 3-4
U January 3 Matthew 5
U January 4 Matthew 6

U January 5 Matthew 7

U January 6 Matthew 8

U January 7 Matthew 9

U January 8 Matthew 10
U January 9 Matthew 11
U January 10 Matthew 12
U January 11 Matthew 13
U January 12 Matthew 14
U January 13 Matthew 15
U January 14 Matthew 16-17
U January 15 Matthew 18

| January 16 Matthew 19
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U January 17 Matthew 20
U January 18 Matthew 21
U January 19 Matthew 22
U January 20 Matthew 23
U January 21 Matthew 24
U January 22 Matthew 25
U January 23 Matthew 26
U January 24 Matthew 27
U January 25 Matthew 28 - Mark 1
U January 26 Mark 2

U January 27 Mark 3

U January 28 Mark 4

U January 29 Mark 5

U January 30 Mark 6

U January 31 Mark 7

U February 1 Mark 8

U February 2 Mark 9

U February 3 Mark 10

U February 4 Mark 11

U February 5 Mark 12

U February 6 Mark 13

U February 7 Mark 14
U February 8 Mark 15

U February 9 Mark 16

U February 10 Luke 1

U February 11 Luke 2

U February 12 Luke 3

U February 13 Luke 4

U February 14 Luke 5

U February 15 Luke 6

U February 16 Luke 7

“In the beginning was the Word, and theWord was with God, and the Word was God...
In him was ]{fe, and the ]g‘fe was the light cyrmen. The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it!” John 1:1,4-5



LENT

(Ash Wednesday to Holy Week)
Readings for February 17 - March 27

The season of Lent spans 40 weekdays or seven weeks, and
climaxes with Good Friday. Originally, Lent was a time of prepa-
ration for those new converts who were to be baptized on Eas-
ter Sunday. Over time, it became a sober season of reflection,
repentance and renewal. The 40 weekdays of Lent are designed
to remind us of the 40 days in the wilderness of Zin by Israel and
Christ’s own 40 days in the wilderness of Judea. Fasting, prayer
and almsgiving characterize this season of preparation. The Scrip-
ture readings of the lectionary usually focus on Christ’s last days

on earth, His final teachings and His passion.

O February 17 Luke 8
O February 18 Luke 9
O February 19 Luke 10
O February 20 Luke 11
U February 21 Luke 12
t February 22 Luke 13
O February 23 Luke 14
t February 24 Luke 15
O February 25 Luke 16
t February 26 Luke 17
O February 27 Luke 18
U February 28 Luke 19
U March 1 Luke 20
O March 2 Luke 21
U March 3 Luke 22
O March 4 Luke 23
U March 5 Luke 24

U March 6 John 1
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March 7 John 2
March 8 John 3
March 9 John 4
March 10 John 5
March 11 John 6
March 12 John 7
March 13 John 8

March 14 John 9
March 15 John 10
March 16 John 11
March 17 John 12
March 18 John 13
March 19 John 14
March 20 John 15

March 21 John 16
March 22 John 17

March 23 John 18

March 24 John 19

March 25 John 20

March 26 John 21 - Acts 1
March 27 Acts 2

O0Oo0oO0o0o0oO0 Obooobooo ooooboooo

“The Spirit immediately drove him our into the wilderness. And he was in the
wi]dernessﬂ)rt)/ da)/s, being tempted b)/ Satan. And he was with the wild animals,
and the angels were ministering to him” Mark 1:12-13



HOLY WEEK & EASTER

Readings for March 28 - May 22

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter,
which commemorates Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
On Maundy Thursday, the Church celebrates the Lord’s Supper.
(“Maundy” comes from the Latin mandatum which means “com-
mandment or mandate”, and points to Christ’s “new command-
ment” for Christians to love one another, John 13:34-35). Good
Friday remembers Christ’s atoning death on the Cross and looks
forward to Easter. Resurrection Day (Easter) is the high point of
the Christian year and Christian faith: “If in this life only we have
hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But, in fact,
Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep.” (1 Corinthians 15:19-20). The Easter celebra-
tion looks forward to the resurrection of all those who have put
their faith in Christ. “Eastertide” is also called “the Great Fifty
Days”, and runs until Pentecost Sunday. Forty days after Easter
Sunday, the Church celebrates Ascension Day, May 13, 2010 and
the rule of Christ in heaven.

U March 28 Acts 3 U April 11 Acts 17
U March 29 Acts 4 L April 12 Acts 18
U March 30 Acts 5 U April 13 Acts 19
U March 31 Acts 6 U April 14 Acts 20
O April 1 Acts 7 O April 15 Acts 21
L April 2 Acts 8 L April 16 Acts 22
O April 3 Acts 9 O April 17 Acts 23
U April 4 Acts 10 U April 18 Acts 24-25
L April 5 Acts 11 L April 19 Acts 26
O April 6 Acts 12 O April 20 Acts 27
L April 7 Acts 13 L April 21 Acts 28
O April 8 Acts 14 O April 22 Romans 1
L April 9 Acts 15 L April 23 Romans 2

U April 10 Acts 16 U April 24 Romans 3-4
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U April 25 Romans 5-6

O April 26 Romans 7

U April 27 Romans 8

O April 28 Romans 9-10

0 April 29 Romans 11

O April 30 Romans 12-13

t May 1 Romans 14-15

t May 2 Romans 16 - 1 Corinthians 1
O May 3 1 Corinthians 2-3

D May 4 1 Corinthians 4-5

O May 5 1 Corinthians 6-7

D May 6 1 Corinthians 8-9

O May 7 1 Corinthians 10

D May 8 1 Corinthians 11

t May 9 1 Corinthians 12-13

O May 10 1 Corinthians 14

D May 11 1 Corinthians 15

O May 12 1 Corinthians 16 - 2 Corinthians 1
D May 13 2 Corinthians 2-4

O May 14 2 Corinthians 5-6

D May 15 2 Corinthians 7-8

U May 16 2 Corinthians 9-10

O May 17 2 Corinthians 11-12

D May 18 2 Corinthians 13 - Galatians 1
O May 19 Galatians 2-3

D May 20 Galatians 4-5

O May 21 Galatians 6 - Ephesians 1

D May 22 Ephesians 2-3

“And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground,
the men said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead?
He is not here, but has risen” Luke 24:5



PENTECOST SUNDAY

Readings for May 23 - June 30

Fifty days after Easter, the Church celebrates the Feast of Pen-
tecost — itself an Old Testament holy day fulfilled in Christ. On
Pentecost Sunday, the Holy Spirit was poured out by Christ upon
the Church (Acts 2). This festive day commences the Church’s
mission into the world. From this Sunday forward, the Scripture
readings for the season of the year focuses on the Book of Acts, the
Epistles and mission of the Church as it fulfills the Great Commis-
sion. Historically, Pentecost was a great missions Sunday. Pente-
cost also begins that half of the year known as the Ordinary Time
of the Church Year.

U May 23 Ephesians 4

U May 24 Ephesians 5

O May 25 Ephesians 6 - Philippians 1

O May 26 Philippians 2-3

O May 27 Philippians 4 - Colossians 1

U May 28 Colossians 2-3

O May 29 Colossians 4 - 1 Thessalonians 2
U May 30 1Thessalonians 3-4

U May 31 1 Thessalonians 5 - 2 Thessalonians 1
U June 1 2 Thessalonians 2-3

U June 2 1 Timothy 1-3

U June 3 1 Timothy 4-5

U June 4 1 Timothy 6 - 2 Timothy 1

U June 5 2 Timothy 2-3
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Ul June 6 2 Timothy 4 -Titus 2
U June 7 Titus 3 - Philemon
L June 8 Hebrews 1-3

U June 9 Hebrews 4-6

U June 10 Hebrews 7-8

U June 11 Hebrews 9

U June 12 Hebrews 10

U June 13 Hebrews 11

U June 14 Hebrews 12-13

U June 15 James 1-2

U June 16 James 3-5

U June 17 1 Peter 1-2

U June 18 1 Peter 3-4

U June 19 1 Peter 5 - 2 Peter 2
U June 20 2 Peter 3 - 1 John 2
U June 21 1 John 3-4

U June 22 1 John 5 - 3 John

U June 23 Jude 1 - Revelation 1
U June 24 Revelation 2-3

U June 25 Revelation 4-6

U June 26 Revelation 7-9

U June 27 Revelation 10-12
U June 28 Revelation 13-15

U June 29 Revelation 16-17

U June 30 Revelation 18-22

“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.
And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.” Acts 2:1-2



THE ORDINARY TIME
Readings for July 1 — November 27,2010

The Scripture readings for the second half of the year will focus on
a survey of the Old Testament. In this season of the year, Christ Cov-
enant Church will remember and commemorate the sacred events of the
Protestant movement, the Church in America, our own denomination
(Presbyterian Church in America) and congregation. Christ Covenant’s
Heritage Conference (August 20-22), Reformation Sunday (October
31), and Thanksgiving Day (November 25) are just a few of the events

and celebrations that enrich our summer and fall seasons.

ADVENT

Readings for November 28 — December 31, 2010

Advent is actually the beginning of the Church Calendar. The First
Sunday of Advent (November 28, 2010) begins a four-week time of joy-
ful anticipation and preparation for the birth of Christ. The celebration
of Christ’s birth did not begin in the Church until the fourth century.
The most common speculation is that Christmas began to be celebrated
by Christians in place of the Roman pagan holiday of winter solstice
(December 22). The pagan celebration of “the birth of the sun” (natalis
solis invicti) was replaced by the Christian celebration of the birth of the
Son. This Advent season focuses on the Old Testament prophecies about
the coming Messiah, the nativity stories in the Gospels, and the Can-
ticles of Christ — the Songs of Zechariah, Mary, Simeon and the Angels
in the Gospel of Luke.

Another booklet will be available by July 2010
for the second half of the year’s readings.
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